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Rio+20: Equity and Resilience for a
Sustainable Future
By Kit Vaughan, PECCN, Global Climate Change
Advocacy Coordinator
Rio plus 20 (Rio+20) is the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development taking
place 20-22 June, 2012, in Brazil, Rio de Janeiro.
It is the fifth in a series of ‘Earth Summits’ (1972,
Stockholm, 1992 Rio, 1997 New York, WSSD 2002
Johannesburg) intended ‘to accelerate progress
towards achieving sustainable development globally.’ The original UN Conference on Environment
and Development (Rio 1992) established the
Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Agenda
21, the Rio Principles, and a process leading to
agreement on desertification.
The objective of the Rio+20 Conference is ‘to
secure renewed political commitment for sustainable development, assess the progress to date
and the remaining gaps in the implementation of
the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable
development, and address new and emerging
challenges.’
Rio+20 has two main themes:
1) Green economy in the context of sustainable
development and poverty eradication.
2) Institutional framework for sustainable development (‘governance’).
The replacement of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) when they run out in 2015 is also
likely to be discussed at Rio+20, as is the concept
of ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDGs).
The current negotiating draft is available (see link
below). From a CARE perspective, it is short on

the issues of social justice, equity and building
resilience to tackle poverty reduction especially for
women and girls. In response, CARE is developing
internal talking points on the key issues and draft
text amendments to be used for CARE’s advocacy
efforts, as well as an external position paper that
will be available at www.careclimatechange.org/
publications/advocacy.
A short report on progress of the Rio+20 commitments and CARE’s core priority areas is also being
developed and will be used to raise the profile of
women’s rights and gender empowerment, climate
change, smallholder agricultural production, and
food and nutrition security and peace and security issues for sustainable development. A small
PECCN Secretariat and CARE team will attend
the Rio+20 negotiations for targeted advocacy and
CARE profiling activities. CARE and its partners
are advocating hard to ensure the negotiations
take full account of the inherent linkages between
sustainability and poverty reduction. We will send
updates to the network on progress.
See the official website www.uncsd2012.org/
rio20, for further information, to download the
UN Zero Draft and review the timetable. Also see
www.earthsummit2012.org for more information
about Rio+20. Stay tuned on the CARE climate
website www.careclimatechange.org for more
information about the conference and CARE’s
activities.

Gender, Agriculture & Climate Change

Making smallholder farming more climate resilient:
A new chance for closing the gender gap
By Agnes Otzelberger, PECCN, Africa Climate
Adaptation and Global Gender Advisor
The glaring gap between women’s significant role in
feeding families worldwide on the one hand, and the
many disadvantages and discrimination they tend to
face in accessing land, inputs, extension information,
education, markets and everything else that matters
for agricultural production and food security on the
other, is a reality already well known to CARE and
many others.
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At the recent annual conference of the ‘Commission
on the Status of Women’ at the UN in New York, this
persistent gap was the leading theme, and CARE’s
PECCN Secretariat was represented to share our
relevant insights on the issue. CARE, of late, has been
involved in a number of relevant initiatives. Multiple
Country Offices have Programmatic Strategies
focusing on empowering poor rural women in a food
security and agriculture context, often with a distinct
focus on vulnerability to climatic impacts.

Having a fresh look at food and farming in the context of a
changing climate–an issue that CARE is increasingly concerned
with in its programming worldwide–the opportunity to tackle the
gender dimension right from the beginning must be taken. For
PECCN, a significant opportunity to contribute to CARE’s efforts
in this field comes in the shape of a new initiative supported
by CARE International UK with funding from the Department
for International Development: Working with CARE Kenya,
Ethiopia and Tanzania, CARE’s East and Central Africa Regional
Management Unit (ECARMU) and PECCN will be designing, over
the coming months, a programme to enhance food and nutrition
security in the context of a changing climate. The programme
aims to maximize the synergies between adaptation and smallholder farming, as well as carbon finance to the extent possible.

©CARE/Ana Castañeda Cano

The multi-country programme Pathways (In
India, Bangladesh, Malawi, Tanzania, Mali
and Ghana), GRAD in Ethiopia, the Adaptation
Learning Programme in Niger, Ghana, Kenya and
Mozambique and the ‘blockbuster’ SHOUHARDO
in Bangladesh, are all expected to make, or have
already made, significant contributions to women’s empowerment in contexts heavily affected by
drought, floods or both. Some of CARE’s experience and visible successes were integrated in
‘What Works for Women,’1 a multi-agency paper
including CARE International UK, and in ‘Reaching
New Heights,’2 which highlights the impact of
women’s empowerment on child stunting–the shortfall in growth due to under-nutrition at an early age.
Focusing on poor women smallholder farmers as its primary
impact group, it is expected to provide a useful contribution to
finding out what really matters for making smallholder farming
more climate-resilient when we pay due attention to factors
hindering and supporting women. This is important as they are
the majority of the smallholder farmers producing and securing
food for poor rural families in Kenya, Ethiopia and Tanzania.

1 www.careinternational.org.uk/research-centre/climate-change/211what-works-for-women-proven-approaches-for-empowering-womensmallholders-and-achieving-food-security
2 www.care-international.org/Download-document/783-Reaching-NewHeight-CARE-report-on-International-World-s-Women-Day-2012.html
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Advocacy - UNFCCC

What Progress Towards A Global Solution for the Climate
Crisis: ‘Durban to Doha’ or ‘the Road to Nowhere?’
By Kit Vaughan, PECCN, Global Climate
Advocacy Coordinator

After a 36-hour overrun, negotiating
parties agreed to establish the Durban
Platform for Enhanced Action. The agreement promises parties to start work next
year on a new legally binding treaty to
cut greenhouse gases, expected to be
decided by 2015 and come into force by
2020. ‘The Durban Platform for Enhanced
Action’ would ‘develop a new protocol,
another legal instrument or agreed outcome with legal force’ that would be
applicable under the UN climate convention. However many developing country
parties said that the action plan was not
aggressive enough to slow the increasing
pace of rising greenhouse gas emissions and to stem global warming. In
particular small island states and developing nations claimed the deal marked the
lowest common denominator possible
and lacked the ambition needed to ensure
their survival.
‘Governments did not deliver on their
homework in Durban. They were given
achievable tasks, but parties instead decided neither to agree to a new ambitious
climate agreement, nor renew their commitment under the existing Kyoto protocol,
said Tonya Rawe, Senior Policy Advocate
for CARE USA. ‘They failed the planet but
especially the world’s poorest and most
vulnerable people, who are already
suffering from the devastating impacts of
climate change and yet who are the least
responsible. It is inexcusable that parties
have shown such a lack of urgency. In the
long-run, the costs of climate change will
far exceed those of the current economic
crisis and be borne by the world’s poorest
and most vulnerable people.’

©CARE/Tamara Plush

The culmination of the UNFCCC COP17
talks in Durban in Dec. 2011 was a complex and mixed outcome with some countries celebrating it as a success whilst
other countries and NGOs slamming it
as a failure to achieve even a small step
forward towards a global solution to the
current climate crisis. So what happened?
Citizen Action: Thousands of people take to the streets of Durban during COP17
to urge the negotiating parties to ‘listen to the people.’

What the Agreement on the Durban
platform did do was avoided a collapse of
the talks, spared embarrassment for the
country host South Africa and avoided
further public derision of the UNFCCC.
Continued stalling by key countries and
climate culprits such as the US, Saudi
Arabia and Canada (who shortly after
the talks ended withdrew from the Kyoto
protocol) severely constrained ambition
and almost led the talks to breakdown.
Although a new and ambitious leadership
pact was formed between the EU and
the Least Developed Countries (LDC)
that helped to forge a higher level of
ambition. Some movement was made on
establishment of a Green Climate Fund
and the process is underway to begin its
formalisation.
But any limited progress must be remembered against a year that saw an increase
in natural disasters and climate impacts
and increasing scientific data demonstrating the impacts of global warming are
accelerating. In addition climate scientists
are increasingly stating that globally we
are heading a on a pathway to global
warming well above 3 degrees Celsius
and into the realms of catastrophic
climate change. As such the current
Durban platform agreement is out of
sync with the scientific reality of what’s
needed and too little too late, and thus a
piecemeal failure to demonstrate the type
of global leadership required to tackle the
current global climate crisis.

Even with this bleak context, the PECCN
Secretariat and CARE staff will continue
to engage on the UNFCCC process to
ensure the voices of poor and vulnerable people are heard, and to secure
support for Adaptation, REDD and smallholder agriculture. In addition, in the year
ahead PECCN are revising their climate
advocacy strategy to realign themselves
with CARE climate priorities and to review
and prioritise the best options for CARE to
engage in the global negotiations. At the
same time, PECCN aims to strengthen
local and national level advocacy activities on climate change and to ensure
that the on-the-ground reality of in country experiences are fed into the global
policy arena in order to ensure a focus
on women and girls in the context of the
poorest and most vulnerable people and
countries.
In summary, the current Durban platform
is too little and too late but we can’t give
up on the international process. Whilst
its ambition is low, it’s the only legitimate process working towards a global
solution and where developing counties
can be heard and play an active role. As
such, CARE is working hard to increase
the ambition and urgency for national
governments to tackle climate change
and to ensure the rights and voices of
the poorest and most vulnerable people
and countries are heard and respected within the international negotiating
process. Watch this space!
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Advocacy - Report & Research

Southern Voices members participate in round tables by regions at the Southern Voices Planning meeting at COP17.

Southern Voices launches international report at COP17
At the UNFCCC COP17 in Durban, South Africa, the Southern
Voices programme co-organised a side-event with Climate
Action Network (CAN) International. The event was used to
present the first draft version of the report ‘Southern Voices
on Climate Policy Choices–Analysis and lessons learned from
climate change advocacy.’
Dr. Hannah Reed from IIED presented the report, which she had
edited together with colleagues in the Capacity Strengthening
of Least Developed Countries for Adaptation to Climate Change
(CLACC) network (http://climatecapacity.org/resource-centre/
international-report). The report included examples and case
studies brought together by the 20 climate networks in the
Southern Voices programme, and their member organizations.
Information to order a printed copy of the final report is also on
the website, which will be published around April 2012. There
will also be summaries available in French and Spanish.
The report shows that civil society plays a key role in holding
governments to account on commitments made; pushing for
new laws, programmes, policies or strategies; and ensuring that
poor and vulnerable people are not forgotten in national policy
making, Hannah said.
At the COP17 event, members of Southern Voices also
shared experiences. Abdul Saeed from Civil Response Ghana
explained how the network had to push the government to
ensure that forest users were consulted in the preparation of the

national REDD Readiness programme. From Central America,
Mónica Lobes Baltodano explained how the Sustainability
Watch network had been successful in mobilizing environmental ministers in Central America to demand recognition of the
region as vulnerable in the UNFCCC negotiations.
The COP17 in Durban also provided one of the rare occasions for members from the many climate networks supported
through the Southern Voices Capacity Building Programme to
come together. On 30 Nov, a Southern Voices Planning Meeting
was held for near to 50 network participants from Africa, Asia
and Latin America, as well as the their partners in the Climate
Capacity Consortium. The main purpose of the meeting was
for the networks to share the successes and challenges in the
programme with a view to improve the programmes second
phase planned to start from July 2012. Among the issues highlighted by many networks was the need to improve exchange
of experiences among the networks to promote mutual learning.
Among the key joint findings was that sharing information at
the website and through the newsletter is not sufficient for
networks to learn from each other. So for the next phase of the
programme, it is recommended to arrange regional and interregional meetings, including, suggested by the networks in East
Africa, the need for toolkits to guide lobbying and advocacy.
See also the second issue of Southern Voices news from Nov.
2011 at: http://climatecapacity.org/news/newsletter.

‘Where the Rain Falls’ active in peer review and data analysis
CARE International and UN University’s Institute for Environment
and Human Security are working together on a ‘Where the
Rain Falls’ (WtRF) study that is addressing the relationship
between rain fall variability, hunger and human mobility through
research, advocacy and programming in Bangladesh, Ghana,
Guatemala, India, Peru, Tanzania, Thailand and Vietnam.

The project’s over-arching aim is that the knowledge, recommendations and practical solutions can strengthen vulnerable
people’s ability to make their own decisions about how to
respond to changing climatic conditions–including the option
of migration as an adaptive tool to cope with the effects of
climate change–in a dignified and empowered way that reduces

vulnerability and ensures food security for their families. WtRF
is supported by the AXA Group and the MacArthur Foundation.
Currently country research teams have finalized the field
research in the eight countries, and have prepared the data
and case studies for review and analysis. The case studies
are in the process of external peer review. In addition, CARE
is working closely with UNU and AXA to develop advocacy
and communications activities for the Rio+20 Summit in June,
including the launch of the www.wheretherainfalls.org website
and three short films promoting the initiative. A policy film and
longer documentary will be released in the Fall, with the final
report launching towards the end of the year.
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Advocacy - ‘Where the Rain Falls’ story

‘The problem of water is not my problem. It is the problem
of the whole village.’

At age 61, she remains the primary
source of support for her two adult children and four grandchildren who live with
her in her mother-in-law’s house most of
the time. She works as a farmer on her
small plots of land, some of which has
access to canal water and some of which
is entirely rainfed. Apart from the maize
that she is able to grow with increasingly
erratic rainfall, she also cultivates lab-lab
(a black bean) as a cash crop and has
five mango trees, the produce of which
she can sell during years when there is
good production.
She also has a about a half dozen chickens which sometimes produce enough
eggs to sell in the market, as well as two
cows that belong to her mother-in-law.
When rains are not sufficient and she
knows that the harvest will be poor, she
is forced to seek casual labor work in the
market and other farms in the area. One
of Napandaela’s adult daughters also
contributes some income to the household by migrating for periods of time
to Dar es Salaam to work as a casual
laborer for someone engaged in the used
clothing business.
The fragility of Napandaela’s livelihood
and her worries for the future have two
main causes. The first cause is that
her husband migrated from Bangalala
to Makanya in the 1980s. He married
another woman there and started a
second family. He still returns to Bangalala
occasionally, but he provides no cash
income to support his first wife and their
family. He reportedly occasionally brings
some food from Makanya, where he is
engaged in agriculture. He has left his
aged mother in Bangalala in the care

Ceinos

Napandaela Nicodemu is worried for the
future. She came to live in the village
of Bangalala, Tanzania, Africa, in 1973
when she married at the age of 23. Over
the nearly 40 years that she has lived
in Bangalala, she has seen her family’s
fortunes decline and life in the village
become more difficult and uncertain.

of his wife, and
more recently with
his sister after the
mother became
very ill. The family
was reportedly better off in the past,
with a large number
of livestock, most
of which either died
in earlier droughts
or were sold more
recently to pay the
hospital bills of the
mother-in-law. The
m o t h e r - i n - l a w ’s
house in which she
is residing now is relatively large by
village standards, with five rooms, and
has a television and a rainwater catchment system. Although still possessing
some assets, food is not plentiful in the
house, with both adults and children
eating only two meals a day, with the
morning meal consisting only of uji (porridge) and the main meal in the evening.
©CARE/Aurélie

By Kevin Henry, Project Coordinator for
‘Where the Rain Falls’

According to Napandaela, water scarcity
is the main problem facing the village,
and the main factor causing residents to
have to leave the village to find employment elsewhere. She reports that rainfall
has been less abundant since the 1980s
and more erratic. The vuli (short rains)
that normally begin in September and last
through December are now very unpredictable and usually start later. Given the
uncertainty of a successful harvest during
this season, the months of December and
January are now the periods of greatest
food shortage. School fees also have to
be paid in January, requiring that money
be found for this purposes.
The masika (long rains), which normally
start in March and continue through May
are also reported to be less reliable.
The availability of water in Bangalala
also depends on rainfall further upland
in the Pare Mountains. The village
has a limited number of ndiva (reservoirs) and a canal system that feeds
waters to some farmers’ fields. Existing
reservoirs have limited capacity, and the

canals usually only have significant water
during the long rains. In summing up her
assessment of the situation in Bangalala,
Napandaela emphasized the importance
of water scarcity and said, ‘The problem
of water is not just my problem; it is the
problem of the whole village.’ To address
this problem, she suggested that more
and larger reservoirs be built above the
village to increase the availability of water
for irrigation.
For herself, Napandaela expressed great
concern for her future. Because none of
her children or grandchildren have so
far succeeded in achieving a high level
of educational attainment (one grandson has completed secondary education
but with poor marks) or securing regular employment, Napandaela fears ending her life in complete destitution, with
no source of financial report. She also
said that she has never migrated from
Bangalala since coming to the village in
1973, but that she ‘now has doubts’ and
wonders if she should move to someplace with more reliable rainfall.
After the Where the Rain Falls research,
CARE Tanzania will be working with
community members like Napandaela
in Bangalala to develop and implement
adaptation strategies that help reduce
vulnerabilities exasperated by changing
rain fall patterns (see Rain Falls study
overview page 4).

5

©CARE/Ana Castañeda Cano

Adaptation - Regional Updates

LAC Region update: CARE focuses on training, strategic
programme development and advocacy
By Pascal Girot, PECCN, Senior Climate Advisor for Latin
America and the Caribbean
During the 2010 UNFCCC COP16 negotiations in Cancún,
Mexico, countries across the LAC Region agreed to the
Cancún Adaptation Framework. In the area of adaptation, the
Framework requires governments to draft National Adaptation
Plans (NAPs). This presents a unique opportunity in the region
as the thriving NGO community has long-standing experience in
disaster risk reduction (DRR), poverty reduction and increasingly adaptation. In this environment, CARE recognizes that developing community-level adaptation plans will require capacities
to work in a cross-sectoral fashion, as well as new tools and
approaches to address adaptation challenges to development
in the LAC region.
In response, since 2010, the PECCN Secretariat (PECCN-SEC)
has been involved in a number of training events, as well as in
strategic programme development and advocacy in the LAC
region. Several important training events have marked the past
few months, including a cross-practice workshop on Disaster
Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in Cusco, Peru,
in Nov. 2011, supported by CARE Netherlands and co-funded
by the Ecosystem and Livelihoods Adaptation Network (ELAN).
The workshop brought together CARE staff from multiple Latin
American countries working in the areas of DRR and Climate
Change Adaptation (CCA). This allowed for a wide array of
knowledge sharing ranging from how staff members use different Vulnerability Assessment Tools from the CVCA Handbook
to the best software staff recommends for determining postdisaster damage assessment for water and sanitation systems.
CARE Canada and the PECCN-SEC also recently funded and
organized two additional workshops on Integrating Climate
Vulnerability, Capacity Analysis and local Adaptation Planning
into Food Security and Agriculture Project Cycles in Cuba
(7-11 Feb) and in Honduras (27 Feb-2 Mar). LAC region staff
members who are involved in both on-going projects and
incipient projects attended, which allowed for training in CVCA
methodologies as well as in approaches on how to integrate

adaptation into project design and implementation. For the
related Integrating Climate Change into Projects toolkit, go to:
www.careclimatechange.org/toolkits.
The PECCN Secretariat has also contributed significantly to
strategic programme development through a growing adaptation portfolio in CARE LAC country offices. Examples include
the Regional Adaptation Project to the Impact of Rapid Glacier
Retreat in the Tropical Andes (PRAA) adaptation project in
Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru, which works with communities
vulnerable to rapid glacier retreat in the High Andes; and the
Peru Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation-funded
project (COSUDE) aimed at working with communities exposed
to the risk of Glacier Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) which
increase as glacier retreat creates unstable moraine lakes that
threaten to flood entire communities. In Central America and
the Caribbean, the Partners for Resilience Project, supported
by CARE Netherlands in Guatemala and Nicaragua, focuses on
integrated approaches to Community-Based Adaptation (CBA)
and Ecosystems-Based Adaptation (EBA), through a DRR lens.
Cuba is also starting to implement a European Union-funded
project on adaptation in livestock cooperatives in Camagüey,
while many other programmes are active or seeking funding
with PECCN-SEC support.
In advocacy, CARE has been active in interacting with
government agencies involved in adaptation and UN agencies
through the Ibero American network of climate change offices
(RIOCC), which held its annual meeting in Cartagena, Colombia
in Sept. 2011. The RIOCC regroups most Latin American
government agencies involved in adaptation, with significant
experiences emerging from Uruguay, Colombia and Mexico.
CARE is also engaged in the Latin America Climate Action
Network (CANLA). CAN brings together a significant number of
NGOs involved in climate policy and practice in the region, as
well as feeds into a larger regional and a global network. This
will provide the LAC region with unique advocacy opportunities
during upcoming global venues (such as the Rio + 20 Earth
Summit and the UNFCCC COP18), as well as regional forums.
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Adaptation - Regional Updates

Africa update: Zoom in on Zimbabwe – Moving ahead integration
efforts for climate resilience in food security and agriculture
By Agnes Otzelberger, PECCN, Africa Climate Adaptation and
Global Gender Advisor

Increasing the knowledge and capacity of CARE staff and
our partners working in climate-sensitive sectors to integrate
climate change into their work is thus a priority for PECCN. A
recent training in Zimbabwe, together with two similar workshops in Cuba and Honduras (see page 6), advanced CARE’s
approach to building such capacity.
Zimbabwe is in transition from a protracted complex emergency
due to a combination of political, economic and climatic shocks
and stresses. Poor natural resource management, coupled with
impacts of climate variability/change, has been compromising
agricultural productivity and water access for subsistence farmers in the most drought-prone areas of the country. As part of
CARE’s shift to a longer-term programme approach in 2010,
CARE Zimbabwe identified the following as one out of three
programme impact populations (IPs):

Poor, rural women, in female-headed households, unable
to fully exercise their rights, residing in areas dependent on
agricultural livelihoods and at significant risk from the shocks
of drought.
Drought is the most significant climatic hazard for this impact
group, and together with inadequate agricultural practices and
insufficient access to inputs, it aggravates food insecurity. Shifts
in climatic conditions are clearly recognized as a key driver
behind this worsening trend, but capacity to address the issue
in the context of agriculture and food security programming, and
to take future scenarios into account, remains low.
In collaboration with CARE International in Zimbabwe, CARE
UK and CARE Canada, and with funding from the Department
for International Development and the Canadian International
Development Agency, two PECCN Secretariat staff delivered
a four-day training to 27 participants from CARE and local
government partners in and around Masvingo, Zimbabwe, and
three colleagues from CARE Malawi and CARE Zambia.
The primary aim of the training was to increase CARE staff
and partner capacity to apply CARE’s existing tools (Climate
Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis handbook [CVCA] and

©CARE/Agnes Otzelberger

CARE and others are learning that integrating of adaptation into
climate-relevant sectors–as opposed to ‘standalone’ adaptation
efforts–is the key vehicle for increasing adaptive capacity. The
Africa Climate Change Resilience Alliance (ACCRA; a consortium that includes CARE),1 for example, in its recent report
(Levine et al. 2011),2 concluded that people do not adapt to
climate change in isolation from other pressures. Therefore,
‘climate risks must be addressed not as a separate initiative
but as part and parcel of ongoing development policy across all
sectors.’ (ibid., p.33).

Women participate in the field testing of CVCA tools in
Maringire ward, Zimbabwe.
the Toolkit for Integrating Climate Change Adaptation into
Development Projects) as a means to revisit existing or planned
food security and agriculture initiatives from a climate resilience angle by evaluating the implications of climate variability,
available climate change scenarios and underlying causes of
vulnerability for their projects, and by adjusting their design to
address them.
In addition to increasing staff capacity, the training also provided
an opportunity for PECCN to complement and further tweak
its tools and training approaches (see CVCA article page 9;
CBA5 article on CBA Tools page 11). It also gave impetus for
continued collaboration with CARE Zimbabwe in contributing to
the development of CARE’s overall approach to integration of
climate change adaptation into climate-sensitive sectors, drawing on experience from other relevant initiatives such as the
Adaptation Learning Programme for Africa (ALP).
For more information on CARE’s tools:
www.careclimatechange.org/cvca
www.careclimatechange.org/toolkits
1 ACCRA is a research and capacity-building consortium of Oxfam
GB, the Overseas Development Institute, CARE International, Save
the Children and World Vision International working in Mozambique,
Uganda and Ethiopia with funding from UKaid and the Climate and
Development Knowledge Network (CDKN). CARE’s membership in
the consortium is led by CARE UK.
2 Levine, S., Ludi, E. and Jones, L. 2011. Rethinking Support for
Adaptive Capacity to Climate Change. The Role of Development
Interventions. Findings from Mozambique, Uganda and Ethiopia.
London: ODI. www.careclimatechange.org/files/reports/ACCRARethinking-Support-Report.pdf.

7

Adaptation - Regional Updates

Asia Update: PECCN and CARE practitioners focus on trainings,
research and analysis, and adaptation project proposals

The face-to-face component of the training
covered five days and included a full day of
field work to evaluate five learning lab projects
that focus on integrating climate change into
Community-Based Disaster Risk Management
(CBDRM), which are currently being implemented by Raks Thai Foundation. The training
was co-organized by CARE Australia, CARE
Netherlands, Raks Thai Foundation and the
PECCN Secretariat. A next training will be
organized in Vanuatu in May 2012.

CARE country office and national partner staff learned about climateresilient Disaster Risk Reduction through newly developed e-modules and
a Thailand workshop that included lab work to evaluate projects integrating
climate change into CBDRM.

©CARE Nepal/WWF Nepal

In 2011, the PECCN Secretariat (PECCN-SEC)
and CARE Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) practitioners
and specialists from the Asia Pacific region and
beyond helped develop a training curriculum
for climate-resilient DRR. The first full training
for CARE country offices and national partners
was organized in Krabi, Thailand, in Feb. 2012.
The 32 CARE, local government and partner
NGO participants from 11 countries in Asia were
required to complete a series of five e-modules
covering a range of DRR/CCA concepts and
principles for their integration, prior to attending
the training.

©Raks Thai Foundation

By Bruce Ravesloot, PECCN, Senior Climate
Adaptation Advisor for Asia, and Tine Rossing,
PECCN, Global Climate Adaptation Coordinator

As part of the Hariyo Ban programme in Nepal, workshop participants
Under the Building Coastal Resilience to Climate
learned about Integrated Community and Ecosystems Climate Vulnerability
Change (BCRCC) project, Raks Thai Foundation
and Capacity Analysis (CVCA) and Local Adaptation Planning.
and CARE International Indonesia recently
completed Climate Vulnerability and Capacity
Climate Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis and Local
Assessments (CVCAs) and household surveys
Adaptation Planning. Two four-day workshops were used to
in southern Thailand and Sulawesi, Indonesia, with suptest draft training materials that will be converted into a Training
port from CARE Deutschland-Luxemburg and the PECCN
Manual for local resource persons who are to further train
Secretariat. The findings will be shared through CARE’s
community groups in this approach.
Adaptation Community of Practice later in the year and will
inform a community-based adaptation (CBA) design process in
CARE is also active in the Mekong area where CARE has
the project areas.
developed a multi-country adaptation programme proposal for
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam. CARE Denmark is leadThe BCRCC project and other CARE adaptation initiatives were
ing the proposal development and funding process. CARE is
also prominently displayed at the recent Adaptation Knowledge
also a resource partner on a recently approved, USAID-funded
Forum (12-13 March, Bangkok, Thailand), where CARE and
Mekong Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change projthe Ecosystems and Livelihoods Adaptation Network (ELAN)
ect, and is currently exploring ways to engage at national and
organized a joint marketplace booth.
regional levels. In recent months, CARE members, country
In South Asia–as part of the Hariyo Ban programme–CARE
offices and the PECCN Secretariat have also been collaboratNepal and WWF Nepal, with technical assistance from the
ing on a range of climate adaptation proposal submissions for
PECCN Secretariat, launched a new Master Training of
South Asia, South East Asia and the Pacific. It promises to be
Trainers programme in Integrated Community and Ecosystems
a busy year!
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Adaptation - CVCA & CBA6

Process before tools: Reflection on an important lesson learned
from CARE’s Climate Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis

Since 2009, CARE has been applying its
Climate Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis (CVCA) Handbook in more than 20
countries to gather knowledge on how to
assess climate change impacts on their
livelihoods. These trainings are providing valuable lessons on both approach
and process, based on which CARE is
revising the CVCA process as part of
its community-based adaptation (CBA)
methodology.
A key lesson concerning the process
is ‘purpose before tools’–knowing why
certain tools are being applied, who the
information is for and what it will help to
achieve. The CVCA’s Participatory Rural
Appraisal (PRA) tools have frequently
been applied in the form of a ‘tick-box
exercise,’ with the aim to produce all the
suggested mapping and scoring exercises. CVCA results have been far more
useful where users:
i) were very clear about their purpose,
i.e. about which questions they sought
to answer, and how they would use the
information generated; and
ii) modified the tools to fit their specific
needs.
Being able to facilitate a process that
effectively enlightens and engages the
community, ask the right questions and

know where and how to find information
is a longer-lasting and more versatile skill
than knowing how to apply a given tool
from step A to step Z.
The latter skill does not:
i) support analytical capacity and profound understanding of the issues at
stake, nor does it
ii) enable a user to replace one tool with
another one that is more appropriate for
the given context.
If the CVCA process is the start of community empowerment for making their
own well informed adaptation/integration
plans, then the CVCA field tools must be
tailored to achieve this goal and applied
creatively at the right points during the
larger CBA process.
The tools need to bring new ideas and
insights to the community and others
who are participating and be used to
discuss trends and
change over time.
Providing
enough
time and space for
reflection–sometimes
through a phased
approach spread over
a period of time–is
fundamental, instead
of rushing through a
process.
In climate change adaptation, it is key that
CARE’s approaches

support practitioners to think ‘out of the
box,’ make the connections between different but related concepts and explain
how they can utilize and tailor tools as
needed for the highly context-specific
process of strengthening adaptive capacity, planning for adaptation or integrating adaptation into relevant initiatives
and sectors.
The CVCA presents a needed conceptual
framework and the CVCA field tools are a
valuable contribution to the pool of available participatory tools. But the CVCA
remains a tool–and therefore a means to
an end. Defining the end or purpose must
be the first step to guide the design of
CARE’s adaptation work and for choosing and adjusting the tools we use to fit a
particular purpose, particularly given the
uncertain context of climate change.

©CARE/Tine Rossing

By Tine Rossing, PECCN, Global
Climate Adaptation Coordinator, Agnes
Otzelberger, PECCN, Africa Climate
Adaptation and Global Gender Advisor,
and Fiona Percy, Adaptation Learning
Programme for Africa Regional
Programme Coordinator

Participants map resources as part of the CVCA training
process carried out by the Hariyo Ban programme.

CARE staff active in Sixth Community-Based Adaptation Conference
CARE staff members will attend the Sixth International
Conference on Community-Based Adaptation (CBA6) in Hanoi,
Vietnam, 16-22 April. The conference aims to bring together
stakeholders and practitioners to share and discuss knowledge
and learning on CBA planning and practices from different
parts of the developing world, particularly from Vietnam. CARE
staff will be chairing/co-chairing two sessions and presenting
in eight other sessions on a wide range of topics including

pastoralism & adaptation, participatory integrated ecosystems
& community vulnerability analysis, adaptation & digital photo
storytelling, building coastal resilience, participatory CBA
planning, the gender dimensions of food and nutrition security,
climate communications, and more. Learn more and access
resources following the conference at: www.iied.org/climatechange/key-issues/community-based-adaptation/conferenceadaptation-climate-change.
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Adaptation - Vulnerability Report

Report provides insights on understanding vulnerability
to climate change and appropriate adaptation responses
By Angie Dazé, PECCN, Senior
Climate Advisor, Adaptation, Learning
and Knowledge Management

The CVCA process has been applied by
CARE in more than 20 countries in Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the Middle East,
and has been used by CARE’s partner
organizations as well as other international organizations engaged in adaptation. It has also been used as a research
tool as well as to inform adaptation
planning and policy advocacy (See
www.careclimatechange.org/cvca).
As part of our effort to build and share
our knowledge in support of effective
adaptation, PECCN has undertaken
a reflection process on vulnerability to
climate change from its CVCA learnings in a new report: ‘Understanding
vulnerability to climate change: Insights
from application of CARE’s Climate
Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis
methodology.’1
The purpose of this report is to provoke
thought, dialogue and debate by practitioners and policy-makers on the issue
of vulnerability to climate change and
on approaches to vulnerability assessment in policy and in practice. Case
studies from Peru, Vietnam and Ghana are
presented to illustrate the reality of
climate change and the dynamics of
vulnerability in rural communities.
The case studies provide context for a
series of reflections on vulnerability,
which compile some of the knowledge
gained to date from CARE’s experience
in using the CVCA methodology. These
insights provide a basis for further investi-

©CARE Niger/ALP

The Climate Vulnerability and Capacity Analysis (CVCA) Handbook is a key
support tool for CARE’s adaptation work.
It was developed to help CARE staff and
partners to understand the challenge of
climate change vulnerability and to identify appropriate adaptation responses for
the most vulnerable people (see related
article on the CVCA page 9).

gation of the drivers of vulnerability. They
also lend support to CARE’s position that
vulnerability analysis must be participatory and must include social, economic
and political dimensions in order to
ensure that the most vulnerable can
engage with adaptation processes and
benefit from adaptation funds.
The CVCA Handbook includes a set of
guiding questions, which provide the key
lines of inquiry for analysing vulnerability
to climate change and existing adaptive
capacity using the CVCA process.
These questions explore the climate
context, including past and current
climate as well as future projections; interactions between climate-related hazards
and livelihoods, including disaster risks;
coping strategies employed to manage
the negative impacts of hazards; and
potential strategies to address priority adaptation issues. They also address
capacity of institutions at community,
local and national level to support
community-based adaptation.
A key feature of the CVCA process is its
focus on the underlying causes of vulnerability, including poverty, gender inequality, access to and control over resources

and social and political marginalisation.
While these issues are not directly linked
to climate change, they play an important role in determining vulnerability and
capacity to adapt.
The framework also recognizes that the
success of community-based adaptation relies on an enabling environment
at a broader scale, including supportive and equitable policies, availability of
resources and capacity to support local
adaptation.
Each time the CVCA process is applied,
it is adapted to the local context and to
the specific needs and priorities of the
community. It is often combined with
other tools, such as gender analysis
tools, to yield a more complete picture of
vulnerability and adaptive capacity in the
community of interest.
Each time the CVCA is used, the process
yields new knowledge about the dynamics of vulnerability and adaptive capacity
in the communities where CARE works.
1 www.careclimatechange.org/files/

adaptation/CARE_Understanding_
Vulnerability.pdf.
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Adaptation - Tools for CBA

Scaling-up the use of tools for community-based adaptation:
Issues and challenges1
By Tine Rossing, PECCN, Global
Climate Adaptation Coordinator, Agnes
Otzelberger, PECCN, Africa Climate
Adaptation and Global Gender Advisor,
and Pascal Girot, PECCN, Senior
Climate Advisor for Latin America and
the Caribbean
Today there is a broad range of guidance documents and tools on climate
change adaptation and its integration into
development programming. Yet, few of
them provide guidance on how to scale
up community-based adaptation (CBA)
knowledge and practical lessons. This
gap is an important concern, as there
is a growing need for CBA to reach a
critical mass, both horizontally across a
larger number of vulnerable communities
and vertically to support policy traction
at local national and international levels.
Scaling up the use of tools for CBA,
however, is challenging. A first set of
challenges concerns building and sharing knowledge and scalable experiences
of CBA. The very nature of CBA, for
example, poses a significant challenge
to building replicable, scalable case
studies. How can lessons be learned
from diverse CBA initiatives and shared
across different regions, contexts and
local realities, to scale up and out these
experiences?2 How can highly contextual
local change processes inform generic
national or sub-national policies and processes which can be implemented in all
localities? Also, what are the prospects
for a dialogue between policy makers
at the national level who are mainly

concerned with drawing generalizing
conclusions based on local lessons,
and local professionals who examine
community-based climate adaptation in
context? Good evidence-based documentation of scalable practices
constitutes a precondition and point of
departure for the process of successfully
bridging different levels and actors and
scaling up and out CBA practice itself.
The second set of challenges concerns
the actual process of scaling up documented CBA case studies. First and foremost, there is a need to be clear on what
kind of scaling up is aimed for. Upscaling
or vertical scale-up, concerns the notion
of scaling up from the local or community
level to higher levels of decision making
(such as sub-regional or national) within
a given country or globally. Secondly,
CBA can also be expanded over a larger
geographical area, which can be defined
as ‘scaling out.’ So it is vital to be clear
on objectives, scope (vertical, horizontal
or a mix of both), how and with whom to
carry out this process up front.
For example, scaling up through a large
number of new initiatives through a
multiplier effect implies moving to scale
through high levels of governance,
through second or third tier organizations, or through government agencies
at the state or federal level. The selection
and application of tools will very much
depend on which of these parameters
are involved. Finally, the tools selection
and application will also very much be
determined by the desired objectives of

ensuring that scaled up and out initiatives
are both locally appropriate and of high
quality. Summing up, to secure effective
upscaling of CBA, intrinsic challenges
must be overcome concerning both the
contexts in which tools are applied (e.g.
capacity, context, gender blindness,
cultural resistance) and the complexity of
the broader institutional processes (e.g.
governance, role of institutions) involved
in scaling up CBA.
Ultimately, the test will be whether the
gamut of existing CBA tools enables an
understanding of underlying drivers of
risk in the face of climate change and
facilitates the identification of appropriate
strategies to address them. It is important
to remember, however, that tools can
only be as enabling as the environment
that supports them. Without strengthening good governance and community
empowerment, tools for scaling up CBA
will remain without tangible impact on
people’s resilience.

1 This article is based on a book chapter
written by Tine Rossing, Agnes Otzelberger
and Pascal Girot, PECCN Secretariat, for a
forthcoming Earthscan/Routledge book on
scaling up of adaptation.
2 Larsen, R K; Swartling, A G; Powell, N;
Simonsson, L; and Osbeck, M (2011).
A Framework for Dialogue between
Local Climate Adaptation Professionals
and Policy Makers. Lessons from Case
Studies in Sweden, Canada and Indonesia.
Research Report, Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI).
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Adaptation - Initiatives

Participatory Scenario Planning: Climate Information
Experience from the Adaptation Learning Programme in Kenya
and
and
and
ALP

Participatory Scenario Planning (PSP)
workshops bring together meteorologists, community members, local
government departments and local
NGOs. They share their knowledge
about future climate forecasts, develop climate impact scenarios based on
these forecasts and use the scenarios to
make recommendations, or advisories,
for decision-making on adaptation, livelihoods, development and disaster risk
reduction (DRR). The PSP workshop
creates space for accessing and sharing
climate information from both local and
scientific sources, integrating and interpreting the information into a form that is
useful for planning climate-resilient livelihoods and disaster risk management.

©CARE/Joseph Machaka

By Maurine Ambani, Climate
Communications Officer, ALP,
Joseph Machaka, Information
Knowledge Management Officer,
Kenya

Noor Jelle, a farmer from Nanighi village, with his bumper maize harvest. After hearing the
seasonal forecast for good rains, Noor decided to plant more improved maize seed supplied
from the Kenya Ministry of Agriculture.

Officers from the Kenya Meteorological
Department (KMD) presented and
explained the seasonal forecast, especially what the forecast probabilities
meant. Probabilities are an expression of
uncertainty in the forecast, meaning the
possibility of different risk levels. Based
on the associated risk, participants at
the PSP developed three scenarios of
what would happen if there was ‘above
normal,’ ‘normal’ and ‘below normal’ rainfall. In other words, what would be the
possible impacts on livelihoods?

©CARE Kenya/ALP

The Adaptation Learning Programme for
Africa (ALP) organized its first PSP workshop in Oct. 2011 in Garissa, Kenya.
Pastoralist and agro-pastoralist participants shared their knowledge of past
climate trends and seasonal predictions based on their observations of the
behaviour of animals, vegetation and
the stars. They also shared information
about how they experience and respond
to the impacts of climate change, thus
demonstrating their adaptive capacity.
A representative from the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) presents and explains
the seasonal forecast during a Participatory Scenario Planning workshop.

Community predictions matched well with
the KMD forecast, although KMD had
more detailed information. For example,
both agreed on when the rains would
start, but only KMD could predict when
the rains were likely to end. Learning
that the probability for the coming
season was for above normal rains, communities and local governments could
plan accordingly in terms of crop variety

choices, locations of animals and other
assets and making provision for protecting animal and human health.
Climate communication through PSP
workshops gives access to knowledge
and enables flexible forward-thinking
decision-making, which are key elements
of strengthening adaptive capacity to
climate change.
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Adaptation Stories and CoP
by CARE Bolivia
Doña Martina Condori, 46, (pictured)
lives in the community Pariri in Batallas.
She and her husband are engaged
in farming. In recent times, they have
struggled as production was affected by
higher instances of frost, drought and
hail. Through CARE’s ‘Improving Food
Security in Four Communities of the
Municipality of Batallas, Department of
La Paz, Bolivia’ project, she has learned
to plant better varieties of vegetables that
fit the changing climate such as lettuce,
chard, celery and parsley to be sold in
the market town of La Paz.

Now, Dona Martina is a promoter and
leader of the Field School Community.
‘I like learning,’ she said. ‘I’m learning
about quinoa and potato production, soil
conservation, fertilizer preparation and
crop protection with trees all to improve
production. I’m also a promoter and
leader of my community group.’
Dona Martina has not only participated in workshops with her community,
but in the exchange of experiences in
Cochabamba where the group learned
about soil conservation, afforestation
and sprinkler irrigation.

©CARET Bolivia

Bolivian farmer: ‘We are Learning to Live Well’

For the future, she says the group will
continue to apply what they are learning
to improve their agricultural production,
and look after the land. The community,
she says, realises that climate change is
affecting them. ‘We must work together
for solutions,’ she said.

Women tie-dye and make soap to tackle challenges of changing climate
Many families in the Upper East and
Northern Regions of Ghana live in poverty,
with a high number of people experiencing hunger for three to five months each
year. During this period between planting
and harvest, many are only able to eat
one meal of maize, millet or sorghum
per day. They are striving to improve
their lives, but environmental and other
challenges are impeding their efforts to
attain a more prosperous life. In this
region, sustainable farming is challenged
by climate variability, decreasing soil fertility, increasing desertification and deforestation, and inequitable access to and
control over resources.
As one response, in Boayini, Ghana, communities, women and marginalized groups
are benefiting from CARE’s Community
Land Use Responses to Climate Change
(CLURCC) project that enables them to
engage in livelihood activities that build
and manage the natural resource base
over the long-term. In East Mamprusi,
women are being trained in tie dye and

soap making. After the training, they
formed community groups and have contributed monies to purchase bags of Shea
nuts. These will be sold when there is a
higher price and the money will be used
in the tie dye and soap making production.
Dahamatu Nasigri (pictured) has now produced her second batch of soap for sale.
She talked with the CARE Ghana project
team about producing a type of soap popularly called “Azuma blows.” Dahamatu
Nasigri said she benefited from soap
making training after which she raised an
amount of GH¢60.00 (approx. $34) from
the first round of soap she produced.
‘I feel good to be able to successfully try
out what I have learnt. I never imagined
myself producing soap and sell to other
people. I thought this was for those who
have gone to school and have a lot of
money to establish soap factories. What I
produced sold very well in my community
and the demand has been high,’ she said.
‘My family and I also used some and the
money from the sales was used to buy
foodstuff during the hunger period.’

Madam Zenabu
has also produced batik (tie
dye). She told
the CARE team
she has already
sold all but four
pieces of the
materials that
she produced.
Many women
in the community expressed
excitement
at their achievement in producing batik.
For example, it has become a usual scene
to find the women in Boayini holding
their produce for sale during community
meetings.
©CARET Ghana

by CARE Ghana

In April, the women and other community
members will also be trained on CARE’s
Village Savings and Loan Association
(VSLA) model, which will help them in
managing the income from the livelihood activities and further expand their
businesses.

Adaptation Community of Practice grows to more than 50 members

Since its launch in June, the Adaptation Community of Practice–
managed by the PECCN Secretariat–has continued to grow with
more than 50 members as of the end of 2011. The Community
of Practice virtual platform (currently internal to CARE) has
developed into an essential space for sharing information and
knowledge related to adaptation, including project information,

useful resources and discussions on key adaptation issues
that practitioners are grappling with. Monthly email updates
have increased the traffic to the virtual platform, and informal
sharing of knowledge is increasing, through stories, reflections
and photos contributed by Community of Practice members.
For info., contact Angie Dazé at angie@careclimatechange.org.
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Carbon Finance - REDD

REDD+ SES experiences available in new publication
The REDD+ Social & Environmental Standards initiative (REDD+
SES) consists of principles, criteria and indicators that define
high social and environmental performance of government-led
REDD+ programmes. A new version of the REDD+SES principles, criteria and indicators was released for public comment on
9 Feb, and a new version of guidelines on using REDD+ SES
at the country level was released in early April. Details are at:
www.redd-standards.org. The standards development process
is being facilitated by the Climate, Community & Biodiversity
Alliance (CCBA) and CARE International.
In addition, three countries participating in the initiative have
pulled together their experiences in working with REDD+SES in
a new publication available at www.careclimatechange.org/files/
carbon/Using_REDD_SES_Nov2011.pdf.
Ecuador is developing a National REDD+ Programme and is
participating in the UN-REDD Programme. In addition, Ecuador
has started implementation of the Socio Bosque programme, an

incentive-based policy for forest conservation that is a component of the National REDD+ Programme. REDD+ SES is being
applied to the Socio Bosque programme in a pilot phase before
scaling up to application to the National REDD+ Programme.
The State of Acre in Brazil is developing a REDD+ programme
under the System of Incentives for Environmental Services
(SISA) that was established by State Law in Oct. 2010. REDD+
SES is being used to assess the social and environmental
quality of the design phase and the early implementation of the
SISA.
Nepal is developing a National REDD Strategy and is receiving support for the implementation of a Readiness Preparation
Proposal (RPP) from the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility
(FCPF) via the World Bank. Use of REDD+ SES was included in
component 4b ‘Other Benefits and Impacts’ of the RPP. REDD+
SES is being used to assess the social and environmental performance of the design phase of the National REDD Strategy.

What is REDD?
Today, the impacts of deforestation
and forest degradation are significant
contributors to climate change. ‘Reduced
Emissions from Deforestation and
forest Degradation’ (REDD), is a
mechanism to address this problem by
offering financial benefits for conservation and forest enhancement efforts.
But, as REDD development takes shape
in Tanzania and internationally, it is
essential to ensure it’s done right, which
means potential challenges and risks are
properly considered and addressed.
Why incorporate gender in REDD?
REDD will have gender-differentiated
impacts, due in part to women’s and
men’s different powers, roles, rights and
responsibilities in forest governance
and other contexts. Gender is a social
construct that pre-exists, but can be
reinforced (or changed) by REDD at all
levels and phases.
What are some strategies for realising gender equality and empowering
women?
• Draw on existing resources
• Be creative and seek multiple entry
points for change
• Take an empowering approach to

gender mainstreaming
itself, including by building on women’s own
knowledge, values and
systems
• Enhance women’s full
and effective participation, representation, and
info sharing at all levels
• Engage men too
• Enhance women’s
and other stakeholders’
capacity and resources
for gender mainstreaming
• Promote gender
equality in REDD payments management and
distribution
• Ensure respect for women’s rights, and
equitable cost and benefit sharing, in
forest conservation and management
• Mainstream gender in assessment,
monitoring, and reporting
• Leverage (and help strengthen) gender
issues in international and national law
and policy
• Treat gender mainstreaming as a
process
• Walk the talk - Ensure gender equality
and women’s empowerment in your own
work

©CARE/Evelyn Hockstein

Mainstreaming Gender in REDD in Tanzania, Africa1

1 This article is an excerpt from the
‘Mainstreaming’ brief supported by the
Tanzania Natural Resources Forum,
CARE and REDD for Communities and
Forests. The longer version is available
at www.careclimatechange.org/files/
carbon/Tanzania_REDD_GenderBrief.
pdf. This briefing is based on a more
complete report available at www.tnrf.
org/resources. It also draws on the
summary report of CARE’s HIMA Gender
and REDD Training Workshop in Zanzibar,
April 2011.
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New Publications & Video
Understanding Vulnerability to Climate
Change

http://www.careclimatechange.org/publications/
adaptation (EN)

CARE Australia’s Climate Sensitivity Screening of
our Project Portfolio

What Works for Women

www.careclimatechange.org/publications (EN)

This multi-agency paper (including CARE
International UK input) highlights proven
approaches for empowering women smallholders and achieving food security.
Joto Afrika

http://www.careclimatechange.org/publications/
adaptation (EN)

November’s Issue highlights “Gender and
Community-Based Adaptation in Africa” and
features CARE’s work.
Case Studies from the Africa Climate
Change Resilience Alliance (ACCRA)

http://www.careclimatechange.org/publications/
adaptation (EN)

The case studies include an Executive
Summary as well as Strategies for Influence
on Capacity building and district planning;
Secondment to a Government Ministry; Reaching out to
government and civil society; Disaster Risk Profiling; and
Exchange visits.
Adaptation Learning Programme in Mozambique

Livelihoods diversification in a changing environment

ALP Community Stories

www.careclimatechange.org/personal-stories
(EN)
ALP Community Stories
Mariamo Amade is a 35 year old woman. She and
her husband are from the Gelo-Sede community,
Angoche district, a community on the northern
coast of Mozambique. The main livelihoods in the
community are fishing and farming and the main
crops produced are cassava and beans. Mariamo and
her husband, as well as many of their neighbours,
were victims of the cyclone Jokwe which affected
many communities in Angoche district, in March 2008.
Mariamo learnt farming and pottery at a young age, while
still living at her family home. She recalls that they used
to grow rice, cassava and beans but since the early 1990s,
due to a reduction in rainfall, it is no longer possible to
grow rice and beans; she can only farm cassava. She
used to harvest about 12 bags of cassava from one

Mariamo Amade(left), learnt fishing from other women.
Other than fishing, she is also a farmer and a potter.
hectare of land, but now she gets 6 bags of cassava
which are only used for her family’s own consumption.
These low yields prompted Mariamo to engage in potmaking to supplement the family’s sources of income.
She increased the quantity of pots to earn more money
and now makes 12 pots a month, while before she
would make around 6 pots. The pots made are sold in a
local market (that opens on Sundays) called Muetepua,
located in a community about 5km from Gelo-Sede.
Transport is very rare in the locality and she goes to
the market on foot. She faces some challenges in her
pottery work such as some pots breaking during baking
and she does not always manage to sell the entire
production. When she does not manage to get enough
money from her sales to buy food for her family, she
exchanges the pots for dried cassava. On the other hand

Mozambique: Livelihoods diversification in a
changing environment

CARE & Climate Change

http://www.careclimatechange.org/publications/
adaptation (EN)
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Abstract
Development is about increasing goods and services, increasing access and opportunities, increasing
freedom and choices, and sustaining these gains over time. Climate change can undermine or, in
some cases, reverse the effectiveness and sustainability of development interventions. What’s more,
some interventions can unintentionally leave people even more vulnerable than before to worsening
droughts and floods, changing rainfall patterns, sea-level rise and other impacts of climate change.
Conversely, well-designed development activities can increase people’s resilience to these impacts.
CARE Australia has trialled the application of a Climate Sensitivity Check across a database of
projects, with the aims of determining priorities and attempting to analyse patterns of sensitivity
based on the screening exercise.

Communiqué based on experiences of more
than 40 participants from 12 organisations
and institutions working on climate
adaptation in Africa, organised by ALP.
Southern Voices on Climate Policy
Choices–Analysis and lessons learned
from climate change advocacy (draft)
http://climatecapacity.org/resource-centre/
international-report

The report included examples and case
studies brought together by the 20 climate
networks in the Southern Voices programme,
and their member organizations.
Experiences using REDD+ SES

www.careclimatechange.org/publications/carbonfinance (EN)

This document highlights three countries
participating in the initiative sharing
experiences in using REDD+SES: Ecuador,
Nepal and the State of Acre in Brazil.
Mainstreaming Gender in REDD in
Tanzania

www.careclimatechange.org/publications/carbonfinance (EN)

This brief supports REDD participants in
understanding and realizing gender equality
and women’s empowerment in Tanzania.
Is REDD-readiness taking us in the right
direction? (by Accra Caucus on Forests
and Climate Change)

www.careclimatechange.org/publications/carbonfinance (EN, FR, SP)

REDD case studies for COP17 in Durban.

www.careclimatechange.org/adaptation-initiatives/alp

CARE films win awards; featured in new book on participatory video
In Kenya, a film made by women from the pastoralist community
of Nanighi Village, local journalists and CARE staff received
first place in the Connect4Climate film competition (gender,
age 25-35) out of approx. 700 entries. www.connect4climate.
org/competition/video-winners. The same film placed in the top
10 films of the 4th annual D&C International Film Competition
along with CARE’s Powerful Hands video–which took 3rd
place overall. www.iied.org/climate-change/key-issues/climate-negotiations-capacity-building/development-and-climatedays-film-c, www.careclimatechange.org/videos/africaalp, and
www.careclimatechange.org/hands.

The Kenya film is part of the Adaptation Learning Programme
for Africa Participatory Monitoring & Evaluation approach. It is
featured as a case study in a book chapter by Tamara Plush,
PECCN’s Climate Change Communications Coordinator. The
chapter, ‘Fostering Social Change through Participatory Video: A
Conceptual Framework’ is part of the ‘Handbook of Participatory
Video’ that will be officially launched at the International
Sociological World Forum, Buenos Aires on the 4 Aug. 2012,
Visual Activism and Social Change sub-conference (TG05). It is
available now at https://rowman.com/ISBN/9780759121133, as
well as through Amazon UK and USA, and other sellers.
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